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5. THE  CONDITION OF THE PEASANTS UNDER  PETER THE GREAT.
POPULAR UPRISINGS

Hard Plight of the Peasantry. The big successes in consoli-
dating the nobles' state were achieved at the cost of tremendous sac-
rifices on the part of the masses of the people, particularly the peas-
ants. State expenditures had increased several times over within a
short period. Money was needed for the construction of a navy, the
purchase of weapons abroad, and the maintenance of a large new army.
"Money is the sinews of war," Peter said. Within a few years taxes
were raised fiyefold. Taxes were levied on bees, bathhouses, salt, the
sale of cucumbers, oak coffins and the like. Special revenue officers
called "pribylshcliki" were instituted with the express function of
discovering new sources of taxation. Peter prohibited the wearing of
beards and moustaches in the towns, but made an exception for those
who purchased exemption at the price of a tax; the latter were given
copper tokens as tax receipts. The peasants were allowed to wear beards
in the villages, but upon entering or leaving town they also had to pay
a special fee*

No less burdensome were the miscellaneous services imposed upon
the peasants and the craftsmen. Almost every year recruitment ab-
sorbed tens of thousands of men who never returned home, except for a
small number of disabled soldiers. The peasants were compelled to
furnish horses for the transportation of military supplies, to repair
bridges, build roads, dig canals, etc.

The lot of the serf peasants was a wretched one, for in addition to
pacing state taxes they were obliged to render service to their landlords.
The expenses of the nobles were growing rapidly at that period. The
nobles spent practically all their lives in military or civil service. Those
residing in the capital built houses, furnished them luxuriously and
spent a good deal on entertainment. The nobles tried to cover their
increased expenditures at the expense of their peasants. Through their
overseers and bailiffs they kept a watchful eye on the lives of their
peasants. If "a peasant's living conditions showed signs of improvement
new exactions were immediately imposed on him. There was even a
saying among the landlords: "Don't let the peasant grow shaggy but
shear him naked like a sheep."

The difficult conditions under which the peasants, the lower strata
of the Cossacks and the town population lived, led to a series of new
uprisings.,

The Uprising in Astrakhan, The first large uprising took
place in Astrakhan .JEvery year the opening of the navigation season
attracted a large number of people to Astrakhan seeking work in, the
salt and fishing industries. The heavy taxes particularly affected the
poor people, and were a cause of discontent and unrest among the pop-